
Life of a Table
You can find them anywhere, existing in all dif-
ferent shapes and forms. Whether propped up 
to a window, covered by mom’s home cooked 
meals or occupied by hard-working students, 
tables are a common staple of everyday life.

A table carries within it stories made by each person 
who has cried, studied, or laughed while resting on 
one of its chairs. With every water ring, pen mark 
and coffee stain, comes a story waiting to be heard. 

Zackarya Faci, a UIUC student, visits Benedictine to surprise 
his friend Joshua in Goodwin Hall on November 21. Three years 
ago, Faci had two emergency surgeries to have part of his spine 
removed after losing feeling in his legs on a bus ride home. The 
doctors never figured out what caused it, but he has recovered fully. 

Natalia Saja, an elementary education major works on her math homework in Goodwin before 
heading to her afternoon classes on November 6. Saja’s family left Poland when her parents’ home-
towns became dangerous. Her father sneaked out of the country at five in the morning to escape to 
Italy. Her parents’ stories motivate her to work hard and appreciate her life in America.

Evan Reid, a marketing major from Batavia, studies for his finance final in Goodwin Hall on 
December 4. He wants to find a career that can support his love for music. “I would love to drop 
everything and be a musician, but sadly that’s not realistic,” said Reid. 

Faisal Khan, a 21 year old from Naperville. edits car photos he 
took for his clients while he waits for his friend to meet him 
in Goodwin on November 4. Aside from photography, Khan 
pursues a career in dentistry after having three major oral 
surgencies in his lifetime. 

Mya Feustel, a pre-pharmacy major, searches for a pumpkin patch 
to go to with her boyfriend over the weekend on October 24 in 
Goodwin Hall. She was inspired to be a pharmacist after her mother 
underwent chemotherapy. Feustel wants to be knowledgable about 
the medicine her mother takes to make her life easier.

Kevin Delgado, a freshman, scrolls through Instagram while he 
waits to meet with his advisor about his schedule on Monday,  
December 2 in Goodwin. Delgado’s high school history teacher 
inspired him to be a teacher after helping him go from a C- student 
to an A-student. He wants to make a difference in kids’ lives. 

Rohit Banerjee, a math and computer science major, waits in 
Goodwin Hall to meet his friend for dinner on November 23. 
Banerjee, fluent in french, studied in France for a semester during 
his sophomore year of college. He is currently trying to secure a 
job at the US Department of Defense. 

Sufiya Khashiya, 19, takes a break after working on her science 
and religion paper on December 6 in Goodwin. She dreams of 
becoming a doctor despite how stressful the process gets. “If it’s not 
going to matter in five years, I don’t want to spend more than five 
minutes worrying about it,” said Khashiya.



Trisha Garcia, a senior, works on her exercise nutrition homework in Goodwin on October 23. 
She struggles to balance being a full-time student, having a job, and taking care of her six-year-old 
daughter. “Just because I’m at a different stage in life, doesn’t mean I can’t do everything a 20 year old 
can. It’s only harder being a parent,” said Garcia.

Elementary education major Kelly Striker creates lesson plans during her hour break between 
classes on November 13 in Goodwin. She has worked in over ten different schools across 
the country. After seeing inequality in education, she wants to spend her life giving kids the 
opportunities she and the people she grew up with took for granted.

Grace Wangler, a 21 year old chemistry major studies for her last test of the semester before finals 
week on Wednesday, December 4. Wangler is the daughter of Dr. Thomas Wangler, a mathematics 
professor at Benedictine. She enjoys seeing her father on campus and grabs an occasional lunch 
with him whenever she can. She has not had any classes with him, but her older sister did and 
thought it was an interesting experience. 

Mathew Puthenveetil, a graduate student collaborates online with his group on his decision 
support and knowledge management project in Goodwin on December 2. Puthenveetil graduated 
from Indiana University with a degree in neuroscience and biology. Despite his focus on the 
sciences, he wants to pursue a career in technology. He believes people should “do what feels 
right, not what you think is right.”

Mariam Salwa, a health science major, studies for her biostatistics final in Goodwin on 
Wednesday, December 4th. Growing up, she had braces and the dentist who worked on her 
teeth inspired her to become a dentist. She currently assists him at his office. “It’s a full circle 
moment honestly,” said Salwa. 

Joshua Yang works on his online information technology homework in Goodwin Hall on October 
25 while he waits for his girlfriend Selena Oum to finish her class. Yang does not attend Benedictine 
University, but goes there every other day to study and spend time with her. He takes online classes at 
Arizona State University. He dreams of opening a gym in West Chicago to give back to the people in 
his community and help bring them together.



Taylor Stachniak passes time before meeting with her advisor by working on her 
accounting homework in Goodwin on November 18. She has switched her major three 
times after realizing how uninterested she was in them. She thinks about possibly 
majoring in communications because she is currently the public relations officer for the 
student senate. Her ultimate goal is get into real estate and flip houses. 

Ivan Santiago, freshman, watches an episode of an anime called “Ancient Magnus Bride“  
between his classes in Goodwin on November 25. His father was in the army for 24 years 
and suffers from post-traumtic stress disorder. Santiago pursues a pyschology degree to help 
understand people struggling with mental health. “I see a lot of broken people and I want to help 
fix them, like my dad,” said Santiago. 

Anum Ali, a senior who transferred from Loyola, finishes the last page of her psychology paper 
in Goodwin Hall on November 14. Ali is a certified EMT, manages a pharmacy, plays rugby, and 
tutors students on microbiology. She cites her grandparents as the motivators for everything she 
has done in life because they helped her overcome her demons when her own parents could not 
help. Her grandparents pushed her to look after herself and within herself to get better. “Knowing 
who you are makes a world of a difference. Find your inner self,” said Ali.

Paulina Vaskevica works on her history homework between classes in Goodwin on December 
1st. She moved to the U.S. six years ago during her sophomore year of high school where 
she has since received two high school diplomas; one from an online school from her home 
country of Latvia and one from an American high school. “I never want to leave anything 
unfinished, so that is why I have two diplomas,” said Vaskevica. Outside of school, she teaches 
kids how to play the violin. “I love to see the sparkles in their eyes when they learn. If they’re 
happy, I’m happy,” said Vaskevica. 
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